
Making Peace 
Between 

Faith and Science 



Catholic Position: 
Science 

is not opposed to 
Faith 

(and vice versa) 



A Few Notes On The History of Science and Faith
■ Through history, the search for truth has involved an 

intertwining of religious faith and scientific discovery. 
■ Although sometimes portrayed as opposed to science, the 

Catholic Church has been one of the foremost promoters of 
science through the centuries.  Modern science is product of a 
religious search for God and is significantly held together  by the 
Judeo-Christian worldview. 
■ The Catholic search for truth has always involved scientific 

discovery, in fact, many of the greatest minds in history were 
searching for the truth assuming that God was part of that 
truth. 

■ It is a relatively new idea that all that exists are material and 
observable things (and therefore God can be removed from the 
equation).  The idea that what has not already been discovered 
is “unscientific” - and can be tossed out - has failed many times. 
■ Eg: Radiation, germs, an expansive universe 



Science and Faith (cont)

■ More recently “science” - and by that 
I mean the opinion of “scientists” 
has taken on an almost religious 
observance.  Some believe they can 
define what and what is not possible 
to find, and then have you believe 
there is proof for this exclusion. 

■ But, science can determine what IS 
there, it can’t define what IS NOT 
there.  From a scientific perspective, 
if there is no empirical data on a 
thing you cannot draw conclusions.  
Some “scientific” statements are faith 
statements based on worldview and 
not on scientific data.



What’s In A 
Worldview? 



20th - 21st Century Views

Naturalism/
Materialism

 

Theism

Atheistic/
Scientistic

Radical
Literalist

Theistic/
Scientific

Soft Agnostic
Dogmatic Cultural Faith

Scientistic Faith



Worldview Comparison
Naturalism/ Materialism Theism

Existence of 
God There Is No God There Is A God

Excludes 
Other 

Worldview

SCIENTISM 
Religion: Is destructive to scientific 
knowledge and should be eliminated. 
Religious people are ignorant. 
Science: Is capable of knowing all things, 
there is nothing of value that is outside the 
things that science studies. 

Religion not needed

RADICAL LITERALISM 
Religion: Source of all needed to be 
known. Faith is often placed on literalist 
Scriptural interpretations. 
Science: Can be useful for some 
purposes, but only valid if it agrees with 
pre-established faith formulations. 

Science is trumped by authority

Includes 
Other 

Worldview

SOFT AGNOSTICISM 
Religion: Is something that you can 
choose to hold if you want to, but it is 
irrelevant to advancing knowledge. 
Science: Is capable of discovering all we 
are able to know for certain, maybe 
religion can weigh in on morals. 

Religion is a quaint diversion

THEISTIC/SCIENTIFIC 
Religion: Sets boundaries of how to 
explore reality.  Scripture is Divinely 
inspired with need for interpretation. 
Science: Gives insights into the workings 
of the world God created. Provides valid 
conclusions within its sphere of expertise. 

Truth is where Religion and Science 
intersect



The Main Players That Come up
■ Soft Agnosticism affirms science, and will tolerate religion - but is not 

one of the big views in modern discussion.  Dogmatic Cultural Faith and 
Scientistic Faith are VERY common, but hold to cultural views.  They 
don’t necessarily following where the facts lead, but hold to what the 
culture says science says; or not holding the orthodox tenants of 
religion, but rather cultural formulations of religious thought.

Search for the 
truth in a God 

compatible with 
Science 

THEISTIC/
SCIENTIFIC

Takes all valid science, 
yet holds orthodox faith

Search for the 
truth in Special 

Revelation 
alone 

RADICAL
LITERALISM

Takes only the Science 
that fits their view

Search for truth 
assuming that all 
divinity is myth, 
and unnecessary

SCIENTISM

Takes only the data 
interpretation that fits 

their view



Can Theology 
Be Scientific? 



Different Types of Data

■ Although the Scientistic worldview would have you believe that these types of 
data are separate and discrete (and Materialistic Data is “real” data, and 
Revelatory Data is not) - The Catholic worldview recognizes that both contain 
data that is  “real” and some that is not.

Materialistic Data Revelatory Data
Empirical Observations 
Scientific Conclusions 

Logical Inferences from Data 
Mathematical Proofs 

Laws of Nature 
Peer Review

Scriptural Material 
Theological Conclusions 
Logical Inferences from Data 

Data from Tradition 
Laws of Nature/God 
Magisterial Oversight



Scientific Theology
■ This Theological method begins with an assumption that there is one truth.  

Just like empirical laboratory science, the assumption is that there is a specific 
reality that we are trying to understand by the analysis of data.

■ It also holds that each individual does not possess the ability to interpret reality 
at will, individually, and under their own authority (just like any science).

■ It contains a set of laws and theories that have already been determined, and 
proceeds by interpreting the data observed  through an existing and accepted 
framework (just like any science).

■ There is a larger deciding body than the individual themselves that reviews the 
conclusions for acceptability (just like any science).

■ The belief is that where the data from all sources intersects is where the truth 
lies (just like any science). It is just that there is more than one kind of data.  It is 
a Scientistic worldview commitment that materialistic data is all there is.
■ The evidence that points to the reality of God begs the question as to what 

God might have revealed through Scripture and other means.
■ This Theological Science will admit BOTH Materialistic Data, and 

Revelatory Data.  But it is careful of what counts as Revelatory Data.  



True Scientific Theology
Naturalistic Science Theological Science

Begins with naturalistic data 

Forms hypotheses with 
reference to previous 
recorded scientific 
discoveries, theories, and 
laws.

Begins with revelatory data

Forms hypotheses with 
reference to an interpretive 
Tradition that contains 
previous discoveries, 
theories, and laws

Conclusions are not 
validated by the individual 
alone, but must be 
consistent with established 
frameworks of the science 
and replicated by others.

Conclusions are not 
validated by the individual 
alone, but must be 
consistent with nature, the 
Tradition, other knowledge, 
and validated over time.

T.S. 
Uses  

N.S. 
Rejects  



The Catholic 
Position 



The Catholic Worldview and Position
■ The Catholic worldview is Theistic/Scientific.  

■ It respects and affirms both the discoveries of 
legitimate science, and the revelatory data that has 
been transmitted by God.

■ It holds to the reality of God - which we have said 
is not contradicted by scientific evidence - in fact, 
God seems to complete science.

■ Revelatory Data is information that God has left 
behind in Nature (which we can discover through 
Science), and that which has been transmitted through 
Scripture and an interpretive revelatory Tradition 
(different from human traditions) that has a 
supernatural component.

■ This Tradition which is part of Scientific Theology is 
like the accumulated wisdom of any other science - it 
provides boundaries and a framework in which to 
operate (and has been being built and refined for 6000 
years with God’s supernatural guidance).

■ The Catholic Church believe that God wants us to 
discover the truth, and so God has guided this 
Tradition to produce a framework that accurately 
leads to truth.

God

Revelation

Scripture
Tradition

Theology

SCIENCE REASON

Nature



The Overlap Is Significant (More so Recently)

Materialistic
Data

Revelatory
Data

Area
of Mutual

Agreement

Things that are evident from
materialistic data that

coincide with the revelatory data

Things that 
are contained in the
revelatory data that

might be true

Things that 
could be reasonably
hypothesized from

materialistic data that
might be true

Catholic Church 
agreesCatholic Church 

says might be
possible if proven
with good science

Catholic Church 
says if the overlap is 

true, what’s to say
this isn’t



The Lingering Question - On Revelatory Data

Revelatory
Data

Area
of Mutual

Agreement

If the overlap lends support  
to the reality of God - showing 

more and more how some of the 
revelatory data is supported 

by scientific evidence -  
What about the other things  

in the revelatory data?

This data includes information 
about the supernatural  

world (inaccessible  
to materialistic methods),  

heaven, hell, morality, 
our meaning and destiny.  

The whole of truth is not just 
contained in materialistic  

data. 

The Catholic Church does not simply 
take whatever anyone thinks is 
revealed as Revelatory Data.  It 

applies a Scientific Theology method. 
What the Catholic Church teaches as 
revealed is the product of this detailed 

approach.



The Final Question

What else could God have 
revealed that we should 

pay attention to?

■ The interesting possibility, that many 
scientists are now considering … what if 
God IS real … and IS PART of the scientific 
explanation! 

■ More than that …



Questions

• What are some of the things that most 
surprised you about the Catholic approach 
to science and faith? 

• Do you see a useful reconciliation between 
science and faith in this approach? 

• Other Questions?



Additional 
Handouts 



The Catholic View
■ In most of academic history there was no problem to hold both 

faith and science as ways to discover truth - they were simply seen 
as different expressions of truth.  

■ The consistent Catholic Christian view accepts whatever is true in 
any discipline: science and theology, faith and reason, natural and 
supernatural; it maintains an open mind to the place the non-
material may play the universe.  It says that there is no 
discrepancy between faith and science because they come from the 
same source of truth - and by putting both together we get the 
biggest picture.



Excerpts From: The Catechism of the Catholic Church
■ 159 Methodical research in all branches of knowledge, provided it is carried out 

in a truly scientific manner and does not override moral laws, can never conflict 
with the faith, because the things of the world and the things of faith derive from 
the same God.

■ 283 The question about the origins of the world and of man has been the object of 
many scientific studies which have splendidly enriched our knowledge of the 
age and dimensions of the cosmos, the development of life-forms and the 
appearance of man. These discoveries invite us to even greater admiration for the 
greatness of the Creator, prompting us to give him thanks for all his works and 
for the understanding and wisdom he gives to scholars and researchers.

■ 2293 Science and technology are precious resources when placed at the service of 
man and promote his integral development for the benefit of all. By themselves 
however they cannot disclose the meaning of existence and of human progress.

■ 2294 Science and technology by their very nature require unconditional respect 
for fundamental moral criteria. They must be at the service of the human person, 
of his inalienable rights, of his true and integral good, in conformity with the 
plan and the will of God.



Two Cultural Faiths Parading as “Science”

Dogmatic Cultural Faith Scientistic Faith

• Rejects religion as “unscientific” and 
based on myth from religious culture.  
Professes that “Science” and scientific 
process is the only thing that is real. 

• However, is willing to take on faith the 
conclusions based on secular (without 
God) culture that are not proved by the 
scientific process. 

• Couches these cultural values and their 
conclusions in scientific talk or cites a 
cultural authority (often with scientific 
credentials) that can dictate belief 
without need for hard proof, and does 
not tolerate dissent. 

• Holds religious positions that are not 
tied to a larger faith process authority.  
Professes faith, but does not accept 
religious authority unless a scientific 
authority agrees, yet will sometimes 
place themselves as their own faith 
process authority - deciding what is to 
be believed. Claiming to be “scientific.” 

• Their faith lacks the supernatural, and 
tries to contain God and religion within 
the box of the natural.  

• Cultural values strongly shape belief, 
and cultural authority is seen to have as 
much, or more, authority than religious 
or scientific authority. 



Other Things to Remember
■ Both Religion and Scientific research use a 

combination of Science and Faith Processes.
■ Science is not a democracy - truth is not 

determined by a vote or because more people think 
it is true - but by following the evidence.

■ Deciding conclusions before starting investigation 
creates bias that interferes with objectivity.

■ Excluding data because it does not fit a 
predetermined paradigm or philosophy (i.e. 
deciding what is or is not possible) leads to 
incomplete conclusions.

■ Assuming the data you have is all the data that 
there is.

■ Eliminating the mythical gods is not the same as 
eliminating the God that serious religious people 
speak of.

■ Some Theology is “anecdotal” and comes from  
personal preference - some is “Scientific Theology”


